
Kia ora, Greetings from South Pacifi c Press (SPP)

Who are South Pacifi c Press (SPP) and why have we developed 
Speak Out Reader’s Theatre?
SPP provides teachers and students with cutting-edge, research-based and teacher-/student-friendly learning 
materials.  SPP was founded by experienced NZ educators Neale Pitches (former CEO of Learning Media), 
Dr Sue Watson (specialising in education research) and Meryl-Lynn Pluck (developer of the Rainbow Reading 
Programme). SPP has developed Speak Out so that teachers in New Zealand can improve their students’ reading 
fl uency, comprehension, vocabulary, oral language, writing and social skills (including confi dence). Speak Out is 
for all students. It will help struggling readers, and is especially tailored for mixed-ability groups.  It has specifi c 
Aotearoa/New Zealand content.  Speak Out is available in NZ from Rainbow Reading.  Check out the comparison 
between Speak Out and Rainbow Reading in the Venn diagram below.  We want to emphasise that Speak Out is a 
resource for all students reading at different levels in Years 3–6, whereas Rainbow Reading is an individualised 
intervention for students reading below expected levels of achievement.  

Please look us up at www.southpacifi cpress.com. You can also check out Speak Out at www.rainbowreading.co.nz.

          
      Speak Out Reader’s Theatre – 

     
     

      
        

               Literacy For All Students
    

 Targ
eted Intervention

   R
ainbow Reading – 

• Resource for mixed ability 
groups of up to 6 in Years 3–6 

• Scripts for play readings (some 
written by Joy Cowley)

• 6 copies of 8 scripts at 4 levels 

• Scripts have 12 two-colour, illustrated 
pages & full colour covers

• 700–1200 words      

• Advice on writing scripts from 
award-winning authors

• Links to the curriculum

• Glossaries

• Develops cooperative group skills

• Caters for gifted and talented

• Generic activities for consolidation 
& extension of skills

• Fluency Assessment 

• Developed by experienced 
NZ educators; Meryl-Lynn Pluck, 
Neale Pitches & Sue Watson

• Individualised intervention 
specifi cally for struggling readers 
and students learning English 

• 20 books at each of 7 levels of 
reading diffi culty (5½ – 12 year 
reading level) of interest to older 
students

• 8 full-colour pages with illustrations 
or photos

• 150 – 900 words

• Title-specifi c activities for 
consolidation & extension of skills

• Demonstration DVD

• Developed by experienced 
educator Meryl-Lynn Pluck

• Repeated 
Readings

• Audio assisted for support, 
modeling & demonstration

• High interest fi ction and 
informational texts

• Research proven to develop   
– reading fl uency
– reading comprehension
– oral language
– vocabulary 
– writing skills 
– improves listening skills

• Practical guidance for teachers

• Home-school links

• Support for struggling 
& ESL students

• Distributed in NZ by 
Rainbow Reading
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