
Benefi ts of Speak Out

Students using Speak Out Reader’s Theatre:

• become more fl uent readers

•  improve their reading comprehension

•  improve their oral language

•  increase their vocabulary

• write their own Reader’s Theatre scripts   

 using advice from Joy Cowley

•  improve their listening skills

•  develop cooperative group skills

• enjoy and learn from scripts on the subject 

of maths, science, and social studies

• partake in a fun, independent group fl uency 

activity
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Each set comes in a box which contains:
• 6 copies of 8 scripts
• CD-ROM for audio support
• Teacher’s Guide.

Paihia School Year 6 

students demonstrate 

Speak Out at the 2006 

NZRA conference

Students’ comments…

“It was cool, exciting reading.” Ethan

“I felt relaxed – not pressured.” Jordan

“Choice! I felt relaxed reading.” Cole

 “It was a great experience – awesome!” 

Leonora  

 “I was a little nervous beforehand, but I was fi ne once I 

started, and I enjoyed it.” Grayson

Teacher’s comments…

“The group responded well to the introduction and 

initial session. They were keen to get started, and 

after two sessions with the CD preferred to go it 

alone without it. They retained their enthusiasm right 

up to the time of their performance, which they did 

confi dently. As you can see from their comments they 

were totally relaxed about the session. They were so 

immersed in the reading that they weren’t at all phased 

by a roomful of teachers.”

“The teacher’s guide is an important and 

valuable component of this fi ne series. It will 

help immensely in providing background 

information in implementing the series 

in classrooms as well as cutting down on 

planning time. I am impressed with the 

range of genre it contains. I look forward to 

using the resource next year.” 

Jo Coxhead, Teacher, Paihia School

Speak Out 
Reader’s Theatre





“The beach at Anzac Cove is 

littered with dead and dying 

soldiers.  One man stands out 

for his bravery, but just what is 

he doing with a stray donkey 

by his side?”
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Speak Out – List of Titles

SET 3

A Biscuit Trail by Jane Kelley (Fiction/Maths)

A New Life by Philippa Werry (Social Studies)

Cat School by Joy Cowley (Fiction)

David Roser’s Tooth by Karen Anderson (Fiction)

How Saynday Got the Sun by Philippa Werry (Legend/Science)

Lucky Lindbergh by Philippa Werry (Science/Social Studies)

Matariki by Philippa Werry (Social Studies)

That Is So Gross! By Rebecca Weber (Fiction/Social Studies)

SET 4

Mutiny on the Venus by Karen Phelps (Legend/Social Studies)

On Track by Philippa Werry (Social Studies)

The Flying Contest by Ali Everts (Legend)

The Forgotten Hero by Matt Comeskey (Social Studies)

The Missing Moon Rock by Jane Kelley (Fiction/Maths)

The Ting-a-ling Contest by Joy Cowley (Fiction)

The Voyage by Don Long (Social Studies)

Vaccies from London by Philippa Werry (Social Studies)

SET 5

A Dangerous Flight by Don Long (Social Studies)

April Fools by Diana Noonan (Fiction)

Coyote and Locust by Anna-Maria Crum (Legend)

Helen’s Teacher by Tania Hutley (Social Studies)

Mihimihi by Melanie Drewery (Social Studies)

Song of the Coqui by Julia Wall (Legend)

The Ribbon Stall by Don Long (Fiction/Maths)

Treasure Hunters by Philippa Werry (Fiction)

SET 6

A Great Day for a Ride by Diana Noonan (Fiction/Science)

A Victorian School by Meryl-Lynn Pluck (Social Studies)

How the Kiwi Lost Her Wings by Matt Comeskey (Legend)

In the Death Zone by Bill O’Brien (Social Studies/Science)

King Midas and the Golden Touch by Meryl-Lynn Pluck 

(Legend)

Out Of Order by Karen Phelps (Social Studies)

The Man and His Donkey by Susan Battye (Social Studies)

Win a Holiday by Ali Everts (Fiction)

Speak Out Reader’s Theatre is distributed by

Speak Out Reader’s Theatre is published by South Pacifi c Press Ltd, PO Box 19088, Wellington, New Zealand

Ph: + 64 4 381 2250 Fax: +64 4 381 2243 www.southpacifi cpress.com

“Whaea Aroha’s students are 

preparing their mihimihi.  But 

what is a mihimihi?  And can 

anybody have one?”


